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Why fossils?

magine what Barrow was like 180million yeers ago: it
was under aseateeming with amezing creatures
includingemmonites ond marine reptiles. When these
life forms died they were covered with layers of mud or
sand and beceme fossilised. In the 1%th century, museums dll
over Britain bought up many splendid fossils discovered in the

villoge lime workings, including one which is world femous
because it contcined very rare soft tissue. Barrow’s past
inspired the students of L oughborough College of Art & Design
to produce aseries of sculptures in 1998to celebrate its
importent position in the world of palaeontology.

Sculptures

@ Trilobite resin bronze plaque Nck Bartrum
% Shell forms bronze forms in cement EmmaEvans
t\\%ﬁ/ Skeletd relief bronze plaque Jamie Frost
Three ammonites  bronze plaque Cond McCabe
% Jurassic Amber  bronzeiin clear resin Sera Spencer
.@, Broken arc Ancaster wectherbed stone  Michael Thacker
% Fossil Cadeby stone on plinth Cond McCabe
@ Trilobite T bronzed resin Sara Spencer
Kuehneusaurus bronze Lorna Grossner
@ Qgenic forms cement ond resin Glenn Webb
‘% Gent Ammonite  Ancaster stone Andrew Smith

How to get to Barrow

Bus - The Nb.2L eicester — Loughborough bus service runs regulerly
through the village ond the No.27 Loughborough — Thurmeston
service stops in Cotes Rood and North Street cs areguler service

throughout the day.

Train - Borrow is on the lvenhoe line with trains cdlingct Leicester,
Syston, Sileby, Barrow and L oughborough, Monday to Scturday. Main
line connections cf Leicester ond Loughborough.

Car - The villoge lies 3miles south ecst of Loughborough.
Boat- Barrow is on the Grand Union Condl.

An additional trail leaflet for
children is available from
the Paper Shop, the Parish
Office and the Library.

<
This guide has been created with the help
and sponsorship of

The people of Barrow-upon-Soar
&
BUSCA (Barrow upon Soar Community Association)
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Turn info Beveridge Street.

Historically this is the most important street
in thevillage. It has afascinating mix of
cottages, gronder houses and more modern
buildings. It is worth taking your time here
and relivingabit of history. The brick
lean-to on the large granite house ot Number
35/37 housed the first Barrow Co-op store
and in the early part of the century it

was one of the lergest shops in 7

the village! @

Further down on the other side of
the road is a large residence called
Bishop Beveridge House. £ts construction
is aunique blend of building materidls - look out for
Mountsorrel gronite, Barrow limestone and mortar, Swithlond
slate, red clay bricks and ock timber.

Sixteenth century in origin, it hes since undergone
various changes and cdditions. Legend hos it

that there is atunnel from the house to Holy
Trinity Church but no trace of it has been found.
Williem Beveridge is one of Barrow’s most famous
sons. Reputedly born in this house into afomily
of clergymen, he lived through the turbulent

times of Cromwell and the English Gvil Wér,
risingto the position of bishopin 1704 Cn the
left is Number 47, The Chestnuts, alate 17th century building
which wos later extended ond modified. Criginally nemed
Home Farm and owned by the church,

it wes for many years the village surgery.

s {ed
— B
 >" 1&
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Beveridge Street was Industry Street until the 1920s. This
may have been on account of the many fremework  knitters
who lived and worked here but could dlso have been named
after the House of Industry, Barrow's Werkhouse.
Numbers 49- 51 cre dll thet is left of the more extensive
complex of buildings where paupers were housed and
employed until 1837.  The street op"glout into Industry
Square which was the site of the old village pond where horses
were brought from the fields to be washed down at the end of

the day.

Turn right past the War Memorial &f\% into Melton
Road and over the railway bridge onto South Street.

If you wish to extend your walk to visit the latest
addition to the fossil sculpture collection, turn left along
South Street towards Sileby onto Sileby Road where
you will find a huge ammonite g about 1/2 mile
on the right hand side of the road just before
the village ends.

In 2014 Barrow Parish Council
commissioned Andrew Smith to create
1,

a new sculg based on designs by A
Chris Bates to be sited at the entrance !
to Barrow on Sileby Road. Made of

local Ancaster stone, it is an authentic

but scaled up replica of an actual fossil
ammonite unearthed in Barrow in the

19th century and presented to the —
British Geological Survey, now in

Keyworth. Its name is Waehneroceras 7
prometheus and in life it was only a few

centimetres across. Like other ammonites, it would have
swum in the warm shallow sea covering Barrow with the
opening of its shell facing backwards and its head, eyes
and fentacles trailing behind.

If you wish to continue with the river walk retrace your
steps to South Street.

If you wish fo take the
shorter route avoiding the
new sculpture and the river

walk, turn right info South Street

from Melton Road and you will come fo

the roundabout known as Jerusalem Island.

The name Jerusalem is amystery, but the
origins of the Barrow sign cre well documented.
It shows a plesiosaur fossil, afamous
discovery in aBarrow lime quarry in 1851.
You can see the origindl in New Walk
Museum, Leicester. It is offectionctely known
as the Barrow “kipper”. The roundabout is
plonted ond maintcined by Barrow upon Soar
Gardening Club to give all year round interest.

Plesiosaur - An extinct repfile that possibly lived
rather like a seal in the warm seas that covered Barrow
about 180 to 200 million years ago. It had a short
body, a long neck and four strong flippers used tfo

Barrow .~ ‘row’ itself through the water. The legendary Loch

Deep Lock <

plesiosaur. The Barrow limestone is famous for
plesiosaur and ichthyosaur (@ marine reptile that looked
like a fish) fossils. Examples can be seen in Leicester
New Walk Museum.

Turn right into High Street which will lead you back to
the starting point. If you have enjoyed the trail, please
come again or pass the guide on to a friend.

River walk
(This part of the walk is

itable for wheelch ')/

From South Street take the
turn onto Mill Lane. Continue past
the play area, as far as the Navigation Inn.

The name of the road is aclue to the existence
of amill on this site in pest times. The mill owner’s
house and the workers' cottages remcin. The
Nevigation Inn wes built shortly cfter the opening of the condl
in 1794, providing refreshment for the bargees and stabling
for their horses.

It is worth detouring here for a few minutes,
crossing the river bridge and taking the path |
to the left between the railings, to look at \"é@
the sluices and the weir. The River Soar
extends its influence into the surrounding
floodplcin ond ragged robin end lody’s smock con still
be seen growingin old meadows in
May. July is the best time for riverside
%lowers, dthough there are few on the
endlised sections of the Soar.
"“Elsewhere yellow water lily, arrowhecd
and purple loosestrife can be seen.

Return fo the bridge at the Navigation

Inn and go down the steps fo ‘Main.Foute

1
\é@l Three cmmonites |
the towpath. beoc i
¢ Jurassic amber i

=== River route
This pleasant walk brings you

O New Route M Broken arc !
(one of the deepest on the === lJitty % Fossil

candl). Go over the canal
bridge and down into the
grassed area with seats. You

E Bar/Restaurant @ Trilobite !

Trilobite Kuehneusaurus

% Shell forms Orgonic forms
%\%’% Skeletal relief % Giant Ammonite

will have afine view of Barrow Bridge.

Cross Bridge Street and walk up the ’
hill towards the roundabout. This is Jerusalem Island.



